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FLOTSAM AND JETSAM
By: Godfrey Merlen
On the evening of 24 November 1992, 1 was
walking homeward when a motorcycle pulled up
beside me. Astride it was Oswaldo Sarango,
Chief Naturalist of the Servicio Parque Nacional
Galápagos. He excitedly told me a guide had report-
ed that a large marine mammal was washed up on the
beach at Punta Núñez, 4 miles to the east of Puerto
Ayora. By the size of its teeth, it was rumored as being
a "morsa" (walrus). Since dark was coming on and
the trail rough, 1 decided to leave at daybreak to
resolve this issue.
Thus, at 0520, whilst the village slumbered on, 1
set out. Two hours later, having ascended and
descended the coastal cliffs, 1 was walking upon the
beachhead just short of Punta Núñez. To this point, 1
had not seen anything along the way that might jus-
tify the rumor, but 1 was kept amused by marine
iguanas, who were using the various remains of
wrecked boats as their dormitories. It was also clear
that man had, and still was, making use of the same
remains for his occasional abode.
Then 1 spied the remains, a brownish-yellow
object draped over the rounded black boulders near
the high tide mark. Coming closer, 1was disappoint-
ed to see that the head was absent. Even so, it was
obviously a large pinniped of some kind. Casting
around,I was rewarded by the discovery of a massive
cranium some 10 m from the body. A little more
searching uncovered the mandib1es. From these
remains,I was well satisfied that what was in front of
me was a South American sea lion Otariaflavescens
formerly byronia. The skull was far too massive for
any pinniped resident in Galápagos (Zalophus ca/i-
fornianus or Arctocephalus galapagoensis) and
certainly this was no "morsa," whose skull shape 1
had become familiar with in Alaska.
Thus, for only the second time, the remains of a
South American sea !ion had been identified from
Galápagos. The first was reported by Wellington and
de Vries (1976) on 10 October 1973 from Isla Pinta
(the skeletal remains reside at the Darwin Station).
This was, as in the present case, an adult maleo This
species has a marked sexual dimorphism with males
being enormously larger than females.
Until that time, the northemmost record was from
4oS latitude (reported by Verrill in Scheffer 1958).
This southem hemisphere pinniped has its range from
Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina to the Straits of
Magellan, Chile, and Perú. Before the report ofWell-
ington and de Vries, earlierreports had been di smissed
as being unsubstantiated by specimens or proper
descriptions, and misidentification with residentpin-
nipeds may have occurred.
Itis interesting that the publication El Observador
Informativo of the Fundación Ecuatoriana para el
Estudio de Mamíferos Marinos first reported Otaria
byronia in continental Ecuadorian waters. In the
March-April1992 issue, a photograph of two dead
animals (which were later identified as O. byronia)
from a beachatSalinas appearedandin theMay-June
issue there is a photograph of a live animal atPosOIja,
a fishing town at the entrance to the Guayas River.
Apparently, this animal had become a mascot to the
local fishermen who gave it food, although first
reports stated that some fishermen wished to kill it
because it was robbing fish from nets. Its fate is not
known.
The animal at Punta Núñez was decomposing and
had lost some of its extremities (phalanges plus right
arm as far as the scapula). It lay draped on the rocks.
Even so, 1estimate it to have a length of about 2 m or
more. Some photographs will be available; also, the
cranium and mandibles, at least, will be preserved.
The displacement of the head from the body can be
explained, 1believe, by the fact that no teeth were in
the jaws. This area is visited by many people and the
fact that the lower jaws had both be en damaged
suggests that the teeth had been forcibly removed by
ivory hunters, which is a pity.
Although the Islands have been successfully
colonized by two pinniped species, there does indeed
seem to be some physical, thermal, or ecological
barrier that has prevented this southem species from
entering the Island habitat. There is no evidence to
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suggest that this animal ever cast his weary, sanguin-
eous eyes over the black shoreline of Galápagos. The
state of the body offers evidence that the creature had
been dead for at least several weeks.
Note: Whilst defleshing the head, which luckily
was largely clean, 1 was pleased to note a large
number of endemic four-eyed b1ennies (Dialommus
fuscus) skittering from rock to rock.
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APPARENT POLLINATION OF PORTULACA HOWELLI BY RUDDY
TURNSTONES (AREN ARIA INTERPRES L.) ON ISLA PLAZA SUR
By: Francis E. Putz and Lisa C. Naughton
Bird pollination is a well-known phenomenon
observed among a diverse range of birds including
hummingbirds, blackbirds, sunbirds, and even wood-
peckers. Within ecosystems with depauparate faunas,
such as on isolated islands, plants may encounter a
reduced set ofpotential pollinators. On 3 April1991
we were surprised to observe Ruddy Turnstones vis-
iting the large yellow flowers of Portulaca howelli in
the Sessuvium dominated vegetation about 100 m from
the shoreline on Isla Plaza Sur. More than 10 birds
were observed visiting the flowers ofthis low-grow-
ing succulent. Each bird was observed to probe the
usually single flower on a plant for 2 to 3 seconds, and
then walk to the next plant and repeat the behavior.
Each bird visited 12-15 flowers per rninute during the
course of our 2-hour visit. Bright yellow pollen was
visibleon the beaks ofthe flower-visiting birds. There
was no obvious nectar in the flowers we observed
but about half had small (1-2 mm), dark-bodied in-
sects, including small flies (Diptera) and beetles
(Coleoptera). We suspect that the turnstones were
attracted to the flowers because of the presence of
insects, but whatever the reason for their behavior,
they appeared to be functioning as effective pollina-
torso Francis E. Putz, Department of Botany,
University ofFlorida, Gainesville, Florida 32611,
